
FOR MORE INFORMATION

About Crime: https://www.fearless.org 

About the legal consequences of crime: http://lawstuff.org.uk/ 

About your rights as a young person: 
www.childline.org.uk/explore/crimelaw/pages/rights.aspx 

About knives: http://noknivesbetterlives.com/ 

About stop and search:
https://wwhttps://www.gov.uk/police-powers-to-stop-and-search-your-rights 

To report a crime anonymously:
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/give-information-online/

for more community safety information: www.dudleysafeandsound.org 



Think about the consequences

Everyone	can	get	carried	away	in	some	situations,	especially	if	our	
friends	are	involved	or	encouraging	us,	but	sometimes	this	can	lead	
to	committing	a	criminal	offence	without	realising	it,	for	example:	
Did	you	know	that	if	you	send	nasty	text	messages	or	emails	you	
could	be	breaking	the	law?	This	could	also	be	the	case	if	you’re	
hanging	around	with	your	mates	causing	a	nuisance	or	intimidating	
other	people.	

We all know that if we break the law there are consequences, these could 
range from a warning or fine to spending time in a young offenders insti-
tute. But what are the other consequences of being involved in anti-social 
or criminal behaviour? And why should you really think first

Think about yourself, think about...

•	 the knock on effects	
 even short term you could lose pocket money or other privileges like 

being allowed out with friends

•	 coping with emotions	
 you could experience a range of emotions such as stress, shame, 

embarrassment and fear of what will happen

•	 being arrested and possibly going to court

	 how would it make you feel about yourself, standing up in court and 
knowing that the judge’s decision could have a huge impact on your 
future?

•	 having your whole life disrupted

 how would you feel if your life was disrupted by ongoing 
appointments with the Youth Offending Service after school / 
college and on weekends?

•	 the impact on your relationships 

 with your friends or girlfriend / boyfriend.  How would they feel about 
you after you’ve been in trouble? Would you miss out on time with 
them because your privileges have been removed? 

•	 career prospects

 it doesn’t reflect well going for a job interview with a criminal record, 
think about how this may affect your future aspirations

Think about your family, 
think about...

•	 how your parents or 
grandparents would feel

•	 how getting into trouble will 
affect your relationship with 
your parents

•	 how it would impact on the 
wider family
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